
OOn the edge of Collingwood, the 
new owners of this large, mature property particularly 
liked the privacy that its pine and maple trees offered. But 
the mature yard also had its challenges, so they connected 
with Darlene and Kevin Hackson of Hackstone 
Landscapes to help them realize the pool and yard’s full 
potential. The owner’s vision was of a white and green 
garden. The Hackstone crew specified and sourced over 
35 varieties of softscaping, shrubs and flowers, sourced 
at Clearview Nursery Ltd., with green and white 
leaves, stems and blooms – no red dogwood or yellow 
daffodils are to be found here. Darlene and Kevin worked 
from the garden design provided by Fran Moore. As a 
husband and wife team, the Hacksons have each worked 
for 20 years in the landscape industry. “We wanted to 
give these homeowners a refreshing experience in their 
outdoor space,” says Darlene. Once Kevin had construction 
underway of the flagstone steps and decking, Darlene 
directed the softscape planting and maintenance. 

Not only has this secluded oasis reached a new green 
glory, it’s received accolades from Landscape Ontario 
for 2016 residential construction in the $100,000 to 
$250,000 category.

EXCLUSIVELY 
GREEN

Four loungers provide a spot pool-side to dry 
off after swimming. Wood cubes are placed as 
side tables. A natural stone walkway 

and stairs with contemporary 
railings signal the home’s main 
entrance. Set on a slope, the 
lower level walks out to the 
front yard. Hydrangeas fill out 
the garden beds in full sunlight.

 The pool is edged with square-cut limestone. 
Large pieces of flagstone are carefully fit together 
on the deck. A large limestone boulder acts as a 
diving board, a favourite of the family. 

 Flagstone steps wind up the far side of the 
home to the rear of the house. A hot tub from 
Beachcomber Hot Tubs sits just up from the 
lower-level walkout, surrounded by mature trees 
and perennials.

 The elevation of this property is revealed from 
the top. Down below, tennis courts allow this 
family to keep active.

 Under a canopy of mature 
trees, the sunlight filters 
through to the pool beneath. 
The pool house built by 
Garbutt Construction DKI 
attends to all the outdoor 
living needs with a bar, washer 
and dryer and lots of storage 
for cushions and towels. 
Long benches are used for 
additional seating to watch 
the poolside fun.

With three separate sitting areas, the deck 
can accommodate many conversations. A lounge 
area has large, al l-weather wicker sofas to sink 
into and soak up the sun, or open an umbrel la 
when the sun is high. 
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GREEN & WHITE 
PLANT CHOICES

Hackstone planted four varieties 

of Hosta (Plantaginea, Fire & Ice, 

Big Daddy, Francee) in the shady 

corners of the garden, while four 

varieties of Hydrangea (Annabelle, 

Bombshel l ,  Wedding Gown, 

Bobo) provide taller leaves with 

large flowers. White Periwinkle, 

Anemone Honor ing Jobert , 

Girard’s White Azalea, Seven Sons 

Flower and Ivory Bleeding Heart 

all offer their blooms at different 

times in the season. 

Deschampsia Northern Light, 

Overdam Feather Reed Grass and 

Huron Sunrise Maiden Grass fill 

out the rear of the gardens. While 

Siberian Carpet Cypress, False 

Spirea and Green Velvet Boxwood 

offer low greenery near walkways.

 A water feature uses the property’s natural 
slope to cascade water gently over rocks 
and stones. The waterfall’s gentle sound 
blocks out any neighbouring noises that drift 
in from the town.  OH

 Large, curving 
stone steps lead up 
from the driveway 
and to the rear yard. 
Natural plantings of 
grasses, low shrubs 
and flowering 
perennials line the 
path. An iron gate 
at the top opens 
to the pool house 
and the pool.

 Just off the 
house is the 
outdoor dining 
area. Under an 
umbrella with 
wicker-resin 
Parsons chairs, the 
table seats eight.

oasisnorth.com 519.599.2102

Create a warm welcome  
with outdoor lighting.
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PORTER SKELTON 
& A S S O C I A T E S L T D

DESIGN~BUILD~RENOVATE~RESTORE
Office-Shop: 14 Stewart Road, Collingwood

705-444-1999  Info@porterskelton.com

The quality design-build solution trusted by  
homeowners for over 30 years.  

Positive relationships, creative designs and  
clear process with every project.
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