
STORY  ADRIENNE BROWN   |   PHOTOGRAPHY TARA WEST

STROKES  OFBeauty
artist,” says Bujna. Although she is a formally 
trained graphic designer and spent years 
in that industry, and now works full-time 
in marketing, she says she “always had a 
hand in the fine arts.” In addition to her 
training and experience in graphic design, 
she has a thorough understanding of interior 
decorating. This extra knowledge (and 
another service she offers clients) has been 
integral to her fine art work. 

Now, Bujna says she feels like she truly has 
the life experience to create a voice for her art. 

When she found the confidence to pursue 
her passion more actively, she packed up 
and moved to a cottage in Haliburton for 
a few months, attending the Haliburton 
School of the Arts. “I needed to validate and 
it was time. If you have that in your heart, 
then just go after it,” she says. Now, her goal 
is to work toward becoming a full-time 
artist and designer.

Bujna recently built a proper studio in her 
new home in Cambridge. It’s comprised of 
two levels: the first is a bright space where 

she often concentrates on a piece, and a 
lower-level room, where she can put on some 
music in the middle of the night when she’s 
feeling most inspired (she prefers reggae), or 
where she can get really messy. 

Bujna says about half of her time is spent 
planning, sketching and establishing a work 
of art before she puts brush to canvas. Then 
the magic happens. “The first application of 
paint is really about getting over the white 
canvas,” says Bujna. She starts with a watery 
paint, blocking out large areas of colour, so 
she gets dribbles down the canvas, creating an 
organic, natural grid.

“When you purchase a painting, 
you’re purchasing years of training and 
experience,” says Bujna.

Her bright and fun art is very much 
reflective of her bubbly, enthusiastic 
personality. She’s just as passionate about 
creating custom work on any subject as she 
is about painting the things that inspire 
her personally. No wonder she has no time 
to sit down.  OH

KKati Bujna has a stool perched 
and ready beside her easel, but she never uses 
it. She just can’t sit still. 

Always working around her canvas and 
stepping back for perspective, Bujna is an 
active painter – it’s the first thing she wants to 
do when she gets home from a long bike ride 
or from her day job at a software company. She 
throws herself into it wholeheartedly.

“I like big, bold, colourful abstracts,” she 
says, opening drawer after drawer of well-
used tubes of acrylic paint. She carefully and 
precisely develops all her contemporary and 

vibrant colour palettes, which hang around 
her Cambridge studio.

Many of Bujna’s pieces focus on landscapes 
and natural elements, such as the evergreens in 
her backyard, but she’s willing to work with 
anyone to create a custom piece to suit specific 
needs. “I am very collaborative if you have a 
topic or subject,” she says. 

Her six-foot-tall painting of a Great Dane, 
commissioned as a 50th birthday gift, is a 
perfect example. When Bujna was originally 
sketching Zeus, a rescue dog, she found that 
hearts and spades kept coming up in the 

spots on his body, so she worked that into her 
theme and incorporated playing cards into her 
piece. “It’s also representative of how it was a 
game of chance that they were matched up,” 
she says of the owners and the dog. Now, the 
painting, which also uses accent colours from 
the owner’s home, will be the focal point in a 
foyer – a conversation piece for sure!

The pride and excitement the owners have 
exhibited is exactly the reaction Bujna loves, 
just like when people see one of her pieces and 
proclaim it perfect for their space.

“Since my 20s, I’ve wanted to be an 
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