
W artists from southwestern Ontario and the Greater Toronto Area in 
addition to some very well-established Canadian artists.

“We must be doing something right,” she laughs. In fact, the gallery is 
now recognized by industry professionals as one of Ontario’s leading fine 
art sources – but that doesn’t mean it’s stuffy or inaccessible to anyone.

When you walk into Paula White Diamond Art Gallery + Design 
Studio, there’s no pressure to invest in an expensive piece of art. “People 
are intimidated by art galleries,” says White-Diamond, “but you can 
pop in here any time you want.” The gallery staff are all friendly and 
knowledgeable and can answer any questions you may have or work with 
you to select just the right piece of art for your space.

People from Waterloo Region had been travelling to Toronto to buy art, 
but that’s no longer necessary. White-Diamond and her staff can access 
the same work as big city galleries.

White-Diamond used to work on her own pieces in the space, 

although now she spends more time creating in a separate studio. 
But don’t be surprised to find a guest artist in the gallery working on 
something new right before your eyes.

Paula White Diamond Art Gallery + Design Studio also showcases 
different artists every month, especially in fall and winter. Visitors can 
come in, meet the artists and see their new work. For example, this fall 
they’re featuring work by Tim Packer, a Canadian landscape painter. His 
work often sells out on opening night.

Now that the gallery is more established, White-Diamond has more 
time to paint and promote her own work, too, although she says the artists 
in her gallery are her top priority. “They trust me with their work,” she says. 

You can’t just visit Paula White Diamond Art Gallery + Design Studio 
once – you have to pop in any time you’re in the area to see a completely 
new set of art. Don’t forget to check to see if any of White-Diamond’s own 
work is on display.  OH

When you grow up in a city like Toronto with a vibrant and active arts 
scene, moving to a smaller community might be a bit of a shock. But if that 
was the case for Paula White-Diamond, she doesn’t show it.

White-Diamond earned her degree in Fine Arts from the Ontario 
College of Art and Design (OCAD) and her diploma in Graphic Design 
from George Brown College. From there, she moved to Boston for four 
years – another city with exciting opportunities in art.

Then she moved to Waterloo Region, which, White-Diamond says, 
has been a great place to raise kids. But when she moved here, the region 
was not exactly known for its fine arts.

An avid and passionate painter, White-Diamond creates original large-
scale oils, acrylics and mixed media for her varied clients. “I’m an artist 
first before anything else,” she says, “but I always knew I wanted a gallery.”

After she opened her first shop in St. Jacobs in 1997 to sell her own art, other 
artists started asking her to show their work and so her gallery was born.

Now, Paula White Diamond Art Gallery + Design Studio is located 
in the Bauer Marketplace on King Street in Waterloo. White-Diamond 
says she loves the space because it has a European feel to it. Her gallery is 
visible from King Street and the building itself has plenty of character. It’s 
loft-style with exposed brick and high ceilings and is in a high-traffic area.

The gallery is 1,000 sq. ft. but White-Diamond calls it “small but 
mighty” because she manages to do so much in a relatively small space. She 
is able to exhibit a broad spectrum of art, styles and pieces, from work on 
canvas to sculpture, original work on paper and limited and open edition 
prints. Paula White Diamond Art Gallery + Design Studio now features 
over 60 different artists and the art on display changes frequently because 
the gallery has such a large inventory. 

One thing remains constant, though: White-Diamond’s commitment 
to local artists and local customers. “We’re all for promoting local,” says 
White-Diamond, who showcases work from a number of up-and-coming 
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